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and when the Empire crumbled her satellite crumbled too,
and became an easy prey to the barbarians. No united
resistance was offered, and from valley to valley the savages
swept on* their devastating way. The corruption of Rome
had eaten into the very heart of her great dependency. The
degenerate Spaniards had become such good Roman citizens
as to be unable or unwilling to protect their own homes, for
country, in the broad sense of the word, they had none, and
the only unity they knew was Roman officialism.

The social impress that the Romans left upon the people
has never been obliterated or greatly diminished. Their
speech and literature are Latin; from Rome they took their
religion, fervently as was their nature to do, leaning ever to
the imaginative and picturesque phases of it. Goths and
Moors successively dominated them, and introduced new
racial elements into their composition ; but, withal, the
Latin form of civilisation was most in accordance with the
Celtiberian nature, and its features have only been furrowed,
not altered, by subsequent dispensations.

One of the principal reasons which rendered the Roman
form of government sympathetic to the Celtiberian peoples
after the conquest was complete, was the fact that the
municipality was the unit of control and taxation, and the
city or town continued to be, as it had been in earlier times,
the real fatherland of the people, the Roman provincial organ-
isation being simply superposed upon it. Very far from de-
stroying this, the Gothic kings still further strengthened the
municipal form of government; and although in all depart-
ments of life they made local administration and repi*esenta-
tive institutions more vigorous than under the decadent
empire, the Goths ended by, to a great extent, merging their
own traditions into those of the people they had conquered.
The laws of Spain, after many attempts at unification, were
based finally more on the Roman than the Gothic code;
Latin in the last years of the Gothic domination became the
universal language; and the Arian form of belief professed
by the Goths fell before the more poetic and mystical Latin
form of Christianity. During the long era of reconquest from
the Moors the same characteristics are displayed. The
Moslem invaders themselves, temporarily united by a great